
A Call for Solidarity with Turkish Garment Workers
Over 1,000 garment workers in Turkey are fighting for their survival, and they need our

solidarity NOW.

Workers at the Şık Makas/Cross Denim factory, located in Tokat, Turkey produce clothing for some of the world's
biggest fashion brands: Zara, H&M, Mango, Levi's, GAP, New Look, and Bestseller. These corporations rake in billions

while the workers who make their products haven't been paid in three months. For roughly a year, wages were
consistently paid late. When workers finally said "enough" and stopped work to demand their unpaid wages and joined

the combative independent union BİRTEK-SEN (United Textile, Weaving and Knitting Workers’ Union of Turkey),
more than a thousand workers were fired. They were dismissed without receiving their back wages or severance pay,

leaving their families facing destitution while the brands they produced for continue business as usual.

We are calling upon you, the American worker, to stand in solidarity with your working class brothers and sisters
in Turkey; do not give your money to these businesses who are raking in profits while Turkish workers are left

unable to provide for themselves and for their families.

Şık Makas/Cross Denim workers are demanding the following:

1. Immediately pay all back wages and severance in full; no installment plans, no delays
2. Reinstate all wrongfully terminated workers with full back pay from the date of termination
3. End all retaliation against workers who joined BİRTEK-SEN and recognize BİRTEK-SEN as the union chosen

by workers
4. Activate independent, worker centered monitoring of the Şık Makas / Cross Denim factory and related supply

chain sites

The situation of Şık Makas/Cross Denim workers in Turkey is not unique but reflects the reality of millions of textile and
garment workers who are paid minuscule wages, most commonly in countries like China, India, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan. These factories operate under contracts dictated by international brands based in the United States and
European countries such as the UK and Spain.

These same corporations that exploit workers in Turkey's factories, exploit workers everywhere including retail workers
in the United States and Europe. We face the same enemy, and we must fight together.

The working class is connected internationally through the global capitalist supply chain from the workers in Turkey
who produce the clothes to the retail workers in the United States and Europe who sell them. Thus giving the working
class the power to coerce the bosses on an international level to meet our demands! Without us, the workers, there is no
profit to be had. Therefore organized worker power and international solidarity can force these brands to pay what they
owe!

Furthermore, we know that without strong unions and worker defense organizations here in the United States, what we
can achieve for ourselves as workers here and the working class internationally will be severely limited. It is in our own
interest to build and strengthen our unions and worker organizations. As prices for essentials climb higher every day, it
has become increasingly clear that no politician will step in to save us. The only way to fight back and protect our
standard of living is to organize with our coworkers and use strikes, our best weapon as workers to demand higher wages
and better working conditions.

For more information and ways to take meaningful
solidarity action to be a part of the fight to have these

demands met, scan the QR code
class-struggle-action.net | class-struggle-action@proton.me


